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Deadly pitted wmdshlelds

Last week [ examined in this column
how, 40 years ago this month, the com-
ing into the public consciousness of the
UFO’s — the Unidentified Flying Ob-
jects or “Flying Saucers” — was ac-
companied at the very tegirming by
the setting of a precedent of denial of
facts and concealment of what it was
decided by a few that the many should
not know, in the case of the mysterious
wreckage that then crashed from the
skies near Roswell, NM, and to this day
remains fust as mysterious and of-
ficially mn-existent.

Coincidentally, and perhaps I might
evep eay fittingly, even while my
readers were scarming my analysis of
this cover-up of four decades ago, they
glarification of this art of denial and
deception, into a high patriotic virtue.

Today I'd like to relate another in-
stance of official covering-up, one that
has resulted in serious illness and
death for a high number of victims who
had done nothing to bring such a fate
upon themselves; and which at the
time — 1954, seven years after the in-
itial manifestation of the UFO’s — was
widely thought to be somehow con-
nected with them.

That, it can be said and in fact has
long been known, was definitely not the
case, weird and unearthly though the
first appearances were, of the phenom-
enon | amn discussing.

Starting in the first few days of April
1964, a strange pockmarking of auto-
mobile windshields started to be notic-
ed at scattered locations in the Pacific
Northwest and the northermn Great
Plains.

+  Reported for the most part only in
local news, little notice was taken at
large, until on the 19th this pitting of
glass began occarring on a much wider
scale (n the lower peninsula of Michi-
gan, with its dense urban population.

To take a typical example, a sales-
man in Pontiac was driving along slow-
ly along a well-paved street, with no
vehicle ahead of him, when he sudden-
ly felt sharp needle-ike jabs on his face
and then heard od4 ticking noises that
seemed to emanate from his wind-
shields: an which pockmarks began to
appear even as he watched. He drove
to a police station to report the accur
rance — | have remarked more than
on once, on previous occasions, about
our peculiar American (rait of resort-
ing to the police when anything strange
happens, such as earthquake or tor-
nado or falling meteor, subjects on
which one would not expect them to
passess any expertise — and the pits
continued to increase and widen while
the car was parked there.

‘The next day, plate glass windows in
an office building in Middlevale, Mich.,
were suddenly and badly pitted, to the
accompaniment of a snapping noise;
peculiarly, the pits seemed to be most-
ly in the interior of the glass panes, in-
stead of on either of their outer sur-
faces.

By the 2rd, hundreds of reports of
pitting had flooded into police stations
all across southern Michigan. In one
large municipal parking lot (at Mount
Pleasant), nine of every 10 cars had
their windshields damaged by pitting,
as did seven of the eight police cruisers
sent to investigate. In some cases, the
pitting was accampanied by 2 fall of
silvery or ashy flakes, about as wide as
a pencil, and extremely thin; these
would fall on the windshields or on the
hoods, and when wiped off — they
would disintegrate in the act — pitted
glass or paint would be found under-
neath:

Paint, however, was usually pitted
only very slightly, compared to the ac-
tual damage incurred by glass. often
necessitating its replacement.

After all the usual tired old explana-
tions had been routinely trotted out, of
vandals seemingly possessed of super-
natural invisibility and agility, or of
wind-carried dust from the over-
plowed Great Plains (how was it that
the dust had never pitted glass

before?), the official attitude became
one of attributing the whole thing to
‘‘popular hysteria’; and after a while,
when the pittings ceased, of saying that
it had never happened at all.

A few sciehtists noted that hydro-
fluoric acid, a product of hydrogen
bomb explosions, could cause glass pit-
ting — it is, after all, used commercial-
ly to etch designs into glass — but only
slowly; they could not see how the acid
was able to form the pits instan-
taneously.

Nevertheless, the guess was in the
right direction. On March 1, the US had
detonated at the Eniwetak test site in
the Marshall islands in the Central
Pacific, an enormous hydrogen bomb;
this was followed by two somewhat.

smaller test blasts on March-28 and:*

April 6 It was the airburne fallout
from these tests, carried out before
meteorolagists had worked out any
adequate theory of radiation dspersion
in the atmasphere, which caused the
pitting and the silent deadly effects
which followed.

The prevailing belief then was that
radiation dispersed unifarmly and thus
it could be readily calculated that any
harmful effect would be quickly
dissipated and washed out, in ratio to
the square of the distance it was car
ried from the blast.

Actual experience from the March 1
explasion — code-named Bravo — soon
demonstrated otherwise; radiation
tended in fact to clump into pockets
and parcels, some of which would fall
out quickly and others be carried long
distances, remaining in suspension
sometimes even for years while contin-
uing to retain some of their deadly po-
tential:

Fallout from Bravo hit with devas-
tating and fatal effect the inhabitants

- of one side of the Marshall lslands, who

had been suppasedly well within the
protected ring of mnexpoarre, where
the radiation was being blown up far
into the stratosphere and away from
them; on the other side of the island,
only minor illnesses resulted, in-
dicating the small dimensions of this
particular parcel of rapid fallout.

Another one fell on a Japanese
fishing vessel, the misnamed *Lucky
Dragon”, with severe effects on its
crew, who had been assured they were
in a safe zone. The ensuing protest
from the Japanese Government, which
refused to heed our request to keep the
incident secret, resulted in a brief
flurry of public notice and alarm, but it
was soon forgotten; what had happen-
ed to the unfortunate Marzhall Island-
ers, took nearly 30 years of investigate
journalism to uncover.

It was not until 1959 that it became
realized that one of the most dargerous.
radiation products, Strontium 90, had
become present in the soil, water and
grass of the Dakotas and Minnesota to
an extanl that through human con-
sumed milk and wheat could cause ir
reparable genetic damage.

Lester Machta of the National
Weather Service developed a
stratospheric model that explained
how pockets of severe radiation from
the 1954 and other tests continued to be
carried aloft in the tropopsuse — the
boundary between the clouds and the
stratasphere — and remalned danger
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finally fell out. And it became under
stood that the beta and neutron par-
ticles, in the highly concentrated den-
sities they would have had in the period
immediately after the 1854 blasts,
would disorder the molecular structure
of glass — especially on a slanting sur-
face, such as a windshield — thus
enabling the hydroflunric acid formed
in the same explaxians and carried
aloft in the form of ash-like flakes, to
very quickly enter and pit it.

All these considerations, and the fur-
ther discovery that it was in a band a
few hundred miles wide along the
porthern tier of the United States, that
the prevailing upper-air wind flow
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would depm! the greatest amounts of
radiation, led to the abandanment of
above gramd nuclear testing by both
this country and the Soviets in 1962,
Both had come to realize that its con-
tinuation meant irreparable harm to
their own peoples. Yet it was too late to
undo the damage already done; for
many forms of cancer, the death rate
in that above-named band has been
since 1960 far above the natural expec-

tancy.

The lesson here is that official
secrecy, which first downplayed and
then denied the evidence of the wind-
shield . pitting contributed to 'hou
needla: cancer deaths.

And since the Chinese cummmmj
above gramd nuclear bomb tests in- |
1967 have cmntined them at ir
regular als, there have been fir-
ther occasional and unpublicized in-
stances of windshjelding pitting in the
Mid-West, attesting that further
dangerous radiation is still being add-
ed, even if on only a relatively minar
scale to that already present.

There is no indication that we gre us-
ing any of our new leverage with Mao's
heirs, to get thesé tests halted. .

Last year's Chernabyl disaster in the

; Soviet Union provided further proof of

the wrangness of the old notian of
uniform radiation dispersal — though a
great many officials still seem to
believe it. in their paintless arguments
about whether 1 mile or 10 miles is a
safe 2one around Seabroak (in no way
can it be predicted with any accuracy
in advance, for it would depend entire-
ly on the winds at several layers of the
atmosphere.)

Locations in places as far apart as
Wales, Lapland and Italy had severe
radiation, effects; others in between,
and much nearer Chermobyl, had little

or none.




